
@wifarmersunion

Learn more at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com
State Office: 128 W. River St., Ste 201, Chippewa Falls, 715.723.5561
Madison Office: 30 W. Mifflin St, Ste 905 Madison, 715.450.9507

POLICY BRIEF

Farm to food access programs serve communities and farmers
alike by providing farm-fresh, local produce to underserved

individuals across the state.  
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FARM TO FOOD ACCESS
In Wisconsin, 1 in 8 people and 1 in 5 children face
food insecurity. Farm to food access efforts in
Wisconsin work to address food insecurity by moving
food from local farms into hunger relief programs.
Our food system should benefit farmers and
consumers alike. 

At the state level, the Wisconsin Grown, Wisconsin
Fed: Building Sustainable Food Security Through
Local Partnerships is the primary state-funded
program that moves local products into food banks. 

On the federal level, promising local food
procurement legislation is in progress, which could
provide local food access funding for states across
the country. 

Back home in Wisconsin, the Foodshare (SNAP)
program continues to benefit farmers and families by
making local food purchases accessible, despite
recent changes to its eligibility requirements.  
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FEDERAL LOCAL FOOD FUNDING
Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities Act
WFU encourages federal policymakers to recognize
the successes of the Wisconsin Local Food Purchase
Assistance (WI LFPA) program, in the creation of its
potential successor, the Local Farmers Feeding our
Communities (LFFC) Act. The LFFC would provide
$200,000,000 annually to assist food distribution
organizations across the country, through the
purchase of meat, dairy, eggs, and produce from
local farms. The bill requires at least 25% of the food
be purchased from “target producers” (small to mid-
sized, beginning, and veteran farmers). 

Wisconsin Grown, Wisconsin Fed: Building
Sustainable Food Security Through Local
Partnerships is a state program that provides $5
million annually to Hunger Task Force and Feeding
Wisconsin for the purchase of food sourced from
Wisconsin farmers, processors, and local food
distributors. The grant prioritizes local food
purchases; only Wisconsin Food Products (those at
least 51% produced or processed in Wisconsin) are
eligible for reimbursement. The program will run
from 2026 through 2027, and may be subject to
renewal in the coming budget. WFU supports a
fundamental right to food access and security,
including food security funding included in the
FSWPP state budget provision. WFU urges
lawmakers to support additional funding measures
in future budgets. 
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The cost borne by Wisconsin taxpayers has
increased significantly as a result of these changes.
The state will be required pay up to 15% of
additional costs if the error rate (the percentage of
SNAP dollars paid above or below what households
should have received) surpasses 6%. According to
the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, if
Wisconsin’s error rate was over 6% for 2025, this
would have cost Wisconsin taxpayers between $68.5
million and $205.5 million in penalty fees. The
federal government has also shifted administrative
costs onto states, with Wisconsin now required to
pay for 75%, compared to the pre-OBBB 50%.  

SNAP benefits are important to communities and
farmers alike. About 25 cents of every SNAP dollar
goes directly to farmers.  This, coupled with
incentives like Double Dollars, a program offered in
some counties that doubles the purchasing power
of FoodShare funds when buying fresh produce
from farmers markets and co-ops, means that our
state's farmers receive just as many benefits from
SNAP and FoodShare as its recipients.

WFU recognizes the critical role that food assistance
programs like FoodShare play in rural communities.
We urge policymakers to recognize the success of
farm to food access programs, in both enhancing
food access and supporting our state’s farmers, and
continue to fully fund them. 

Strengething Local Foods Security Act
The version of the LFFC moving through the 2026
Senate, the Strengthening Local Foods Security (SLFS)
Act, has a similar goal of funding food distribution
efforts across the country. This bill was introduced
as an independent piece of legislation, but may be
absorbed into the Senate’s Farm Bill. Building food
security infrastructure benefits Wisconsin farmers
and communities alike. Bills like the LFFC and SLFS
help states to create their own programs that
bolster their agricultural economy and food
accessibility in tandem.  

In Wisconsin, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) is administered as FoodShare. The
program works to alleviate hunger for those who
have low-income jobs, are retired, are disabled, or
otherwise unable to work. 

With the  passage of the One, Big, Beautiful Bill  
(OBBB), the eligibility requirements for FoodShare
have shifted. Work requirements have expanded to
those 18-64, and only households with children
under 14 qualify for an exemption. The OBBB also
eliminated exemptions for veterans, those aged out
of foster care, and those experiencing
homelessness. Benefits are now limited to only
lawful permanent residents with over 5 years of
residency, prohibiting asylum seekers and new
citizens from receiving SNAP benefits.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities Act
The LFFC is part of the House Farm Bill, the Farm,
Food, and National Security Act, which passed the
House April 30th, 2026. 
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